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TAGS: EAIR, SA 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: TWA TEMPORARY ROUTE REQUEST 
REF: STATE 033594 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND FROM TWA SOURCES AT SAUDIA AIRLINES THAT 
CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT (CAD) WILL PROBABLY APPROVE TWA 
LANDING RIGHTS DHAHRAN. AS THINGS APPEAR TO BE ON TRACK, WE 
HAVE NOT WEIGHED IN WITH CAD. 

2. WE HAVE NOT RENEWED ISSUE OF POSSIBLE BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
WITH CAD, PREFERRING FOR THE MOMENT TO LET SHEEPING DOGS LIE. 
NOR HAVE CAD OFFICIALS, OR PRESIDENTS OF TWA AND PANAM WHO 
VISITED HERE RECENTLY, RAISED IT WITH US. WE HAVE, IN OUR 
CONVERSATIONS WITH SAUDIA OFFICIALS. NOTED USG PREFERENCE 
FOR ARAB JOINT SERVICES TO US, INCLUDING POSSIBLE GATEWAYS 
OTHER THAN NEW YORK. WE NOTE THAT THINGS ARE MOVING SOME- 
WHAT IN THAT DIRECTION. WITH REPORTED MEETING OF ARAB 
CARRIERS IN AMMAN LAST MONTH AND MEETING PLANNED WITH 
SOME GULF CARRIERS IN BAHRAIN NEXT MONTH. SAUDIA IS 
TAKING PART IN THESE DISCUSSIONS IN FULL KNOWLEDGE THAT 

IT CANNOT ITSELF MOUNT NORTH ATLANTIC SERVICE BEFORE 1980 
AT THE EARLIEST. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO LEARN HOW SERIOUS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THOSE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE ARAB CARRIERS ARE BEFORE 
CARRYING OUT INFORMAL APPROACH SUGGESTED BY DEPARTMENT. 

IN THAT RESPECT, WOULD APPRECIATE BACKGROUND CABLE 
PROMISED IN STATE 9927. 
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